
POWERPOINT PRESENTION # 12 (For Eighth Grade) 

 
DRAMA: THE STAGE 
 

Drama has been a source of entertainment for far longer than movies, television, or even books.  

Some types of drama include tragedies and comedies. A play, or drama, is a story brought to life by real 
people in front of an audience. Besides being viewed on a stage, plays are usually based on a written 
script that can be read. Plays can tell all kinds of stories: of kings and queens, of great battles, or of the 
everyday lives of ordinary people. 
 
 
Types of Drama 
The Greeks performed two types of plays: tragedies and comedies. 
 

1. Tragedy tells a serious story about important people and situations; tragedies always have 
unhappy endings. A tragedy usually ends with the death of at least one of the main characters. 

 
2. Comedies are the opposite of a tragedy. While you might think of a comedy as a play that is 

meant to make you laugh, many comedies are also written to make you think. A comedy’s humor 
might focus on a character’s crazy attempts to win over his love. Once you’ve finished laughing, 
you may start to think about the difficulty of finding your perfect match. The parts of a play that 
make you laugh include: wordplay, misstatements, exaggeration, and comic actions.  

 
Wordplay is humor that results from silly verbal exchanges or puns—jokes based on words with similar 
sounds but different meanings. The humor in misstatements arises when a character uses wrong words 
or says the opposite of what he or she means. Exaggeration is a type of humor in which a character 
overstates something, making that thing seem like a bigger deal than it really is . Comic actions, such as 
unexpected behavior and exaggerated facial expressions, are based more on what a character does and 
less on what he or she says. Humorous falls and funny faces are common examples of comic actions. 
 
  
EElleemmeennttss  ooff  DDrraammaa  

SSeevveerraall  bbaassiicc  eelleemmeennttss  wwoorrkk  ttooggeetthheerr  ttoo  ccrreeaattee  aa  ddrraammaa..  
  

11..  DDrraammaattiicc  SSttrruuccttuurree  --  LLiikkee  ssttoorriieess,,  ppllaayyss  aarree  aabboouutt  cchhaarraacctteerrss  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  ccoonnfflliiccttss,,  oorr  pprroobblleemmss  wwiitthh  

wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  ssttrruuggggllee.. AAss  cchhaarraacctteerrss  wwoorrkk  ttoo  rreessoollvvee  tthheeiirr  ccoonnfflliiccttss,,  tthheeyy  ffaaccee  oobbssttaacclleess  tthhaatt  
ccoommpplliiccaattee  tthheeiirr  ssttrruugggglleess.. TThhee  aaccttiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ppllaayy  rriisseess  ttoo  aa  cclliimmaaxx,,  tthhee  mmoosstt  ddrraammaattiicc  ppooiinntt  iinn  tthhee  
aaccttiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  ttuurrnniinngg  ppooiinntt  iinn  tthhee  pplloott.. TThhee  ppllaayy  eennddss  wwiitthh  aa  rreessoolluuttiioonn  tthhaatt  wwrraappss  uupp  tthhee  aaccttiioonn  

aanndd  sshhoowwss  hhooww  tthhee  ccoonnfflliicctt  eennddss..  
  

22..  DDiiaalloogguuee  --  TThhee  ccoonnvveerrssaattiioonnss  tthhaatt  ttaakkee  ppllaaccee  aammoonngg  tthhee  cchhaarraacctteerrss  iinn  aa  ppllaayy  aarree  ccaalllleedd  ddiiaalloogguuee.. 



MMoosstt  ppllaayyss  ddoonn’’tt  hhaavvee  aa  nnaarrrraattoorr  ttoo  ddeessccrriibbee  wwhhaatt  iiss  hhaappppeenniinngg,,  ssoo  yyoouu  mmuusstt  lleeaarrnn  aabboouutt  tthhee  
cchhaarraacctteerrss  bbyy  ppaayyiinngg  cclloossee  aatttteennttiioonn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  ddiiaalloogguuee..  

  
IInn  aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  ddiiaalloogguuee,,  ppllaayyss  mmaayy  ccoonnttaaiinn  ootthheerr  kkiinnddss  ooff  lliinneess,,  oorr  ssppookkeenn  wwoorrddss.. AA  mmoonnoolloogguuee  iiss  aa  
lloonngg  ssppeeeecchh  tthhaatt  aa  cchhaarraacctteerr  mmaakkeess  ttoo  aatt  lleeaasstt  oonnee  ootthheerr  cchhaarraacctteerr.. AA  ssoolliillooqquuyy  iiss  aa  lloonngg  ssppeeeecchh  

ggiivveenn  bbyy  aa  cchhaarraacctteerr  tthhaatt  iiss  aalloonnee  oonn  ssttaaggee..  SSoolliillooqquuiieess  hheellpp  ppllaayywwrriigghhttss  rreevveeaall  cchhaarraacctteerrss’’  
tthhoouugghhttss  aanndd  sseeccrreettss.. AAnn  aassiiddee  iiss  aa  bbrriieeff  ccoommmmeenntt  tthhaatt  aa  cchhaarraacctteerr  mmaakkeess  ttoo  tthhee  aauuddiieennccee..  
TThhoouugghh  ootthheerr  cchhaarraacctteerrss  aarree  oonnssttaaggee,,  tthheeyy  ccaannnnoott  hheeaarr  tthhee  aassiiddee..  

  
33..  SSttaaggee  DDiirreeccttiioonnss  --  SSttaaggee  ddiirreeccttiioonnss  eexxppllaaiinn  wwhhaatt  iiss  hhaappppeenniinngg  oonnssttaaggee..  TThheeyy  mmaayy  iinncclluuddee  

iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aabboouutt  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg:: sseettttiinngg,, pprrooppss,,  cchhaarraacctteerrss’’  aaccttiioonnss,,  aanndd  cchhaarraacctteerrss’’  eemmoottiioonnss.. 

SSttaaggee  ddiirreeccttiioonnss  aarree  uussuuaallllyy  pprriinntteedd  iinn  iittaalliicc  ttyyppee..  SSoommeettiimmeess  tthheeyy  aappppeeaarr  aatt  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  aa  
sscceennee.. SSttaaggee  ddiirreeccttiioonnss  mmaayy  aallssoo  aappppeeaarr  iinn  ppaarreenntthheesseess  nneexxtt  ttoo  tthhee  ddiiaalloogguuee..    

  

  
AAnnsswweerr  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  qquueessttiioonnss::  

1. Was the play or movie a comedy or a tragedy? How could you tell? 

2. What conflict did the main character face? How was the conflict resolved? 

3. What did you learn about the main character through the play’s dialogue? 


